226  HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH NOVEL
be hard to say where or how, unless his humorous presentment of
the worldly prior and the jovial friar in Ivanhoe be regarded as a
hostile attack. Had Scott been born of a Catholic family, he
would have been as stanch a Catholic and as lacking in fervour
as he actually was in his Protestantism. He venerated his religion,
as he venerated what else was venerable. No doubt, if analysed,
his sentiments were of the aesthetic rather than the strictly spiritual
order. But that is not to say that they were anti-Catholic. Cardinal
Newman was not speaking lightly when he repeatedly declared
that Scott's influence lay behind the neo-Catholic movement in
England.